Faith of (subjective genitive) or Faith in (objective genitive)?

Graham G. Thomason, 23 August 2014; Revised 19 April 2018

We present a table of instances of a genitive with the noun niO'Tlg (faith), showing where the Authorized Version (AV) and Far Above All (FAA)
translations render as a subjective or objective genitive. Our table indicates whether the definite article (def. art.) is used in the construction.

Notes

Where the article is absent in the Greek and has been inserted in the English, we mark it in blue as follows, the or the (the FAA italicises

these occurrences).

Where the article is present in Greek and has been omitted in the English, we mark it in red as follows: A.
Where AV and FAA differ on the subjective/objective genitive, we highlight the summary cell in .

Where the AV rendering itself raises questions of interpretation of the English, we highlight the cell in .
Where nfGTlg is not translated by "faith" (AV: "belief" or "to believe"; FAA: "faithfulness"), the word is coloured purple.
There are many other verses where the word for faith, moTIC, is constructed with a preposition (e1c or €v). These are always an
objective construction. Occurrences: Acts 20:21, Acts 24:24, Acts 26:18, Rom 3:25, Gal 3:26, Eph 1:15, Col 1:4, Col 2:5, 1 Tim 3:13.

Verse | RP AV FAA AV | FAA |def. | Remarks
art.
The following are FAA "faith of"
Rom Mn n O(THO'TIO( AUTWV TT]V shall their unbelief make the Their disbelief does not make | of (=of) | Y --
3:3 MoTIV Tou OgoU KO(TO(pY‘r]O'El faith of God without effect? God's faithfulness void, does it? | Subj | Subj
Eph |ev u) exouev ™V nappnclow In whom we have boldness and | in whom we have assurance and | of (=of) |Y Disputable
3:12 | kol TNV npooaywynv sv access with confidence by the access in confidence through his | Subj | Subj
nen019nc€| 81 Tng mioTewg | faith of him. faithfulness.
adToU.
Phil won Wuxn cuvaexouvreg ™ with one mind striving together | striving together with one mind | of of Y Epexegetic
1:27 | mioTel Tou euayye)\nou, for the faith of the gospel; for the faith of the gospel, Epex | Epex
2 Tim | QUATPETOUGTV TNV TIVWV and overthrow the faith of some |and they are overturning the of of Y --
2:18 | moTv. faith of some. Subj | Subj
Titus | kot MOTIV ékAEKTWV OgoU according to the faith of God's | according to the faith of God's | of of N |-
1:1 elect elect Subj | Subj




Verse | RP AV FAA AV | FAA |def. | Remarks
art.
James HTI Ev npocwno)\n\ylalg exsm have not the faith of our Lord | do not hold the faith of our of of Y Disputable;
2:1 TT]V moTIV TOU KUpIOU nuwv | Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, | Lord Jesus Christ of glory with | Subj/ | Subj/ perhaps
Inoou )(plO'TOU NG Soknc. with respect of persons. partiality. Epex | Epex epexegetic
Rev QSe ecnv n urrop.ovn kol 1 Here is the patience and the faith | This is the patience and the faith | of of Y -
13:10 | moTIC TWV omwv of the saints. of the saints. Subj | Subj
Rev |ol TnpOUVTeg Tag £VTO)\ag they that keep the those who keep the of of Y perhaps =
14:12 |Tou ©eoU kol TNV wioTiv | commandments of God, and the | commandments of God and the | Subj | Subj given by
"Inoou. faith of Jesus. faith of Jesus.
The following are FAA "faith in"
Mark | "ExeTe moTiv Beou. Have faith in God Have faith in God. in in N |-
11:22 Obj | Obj
Acts Kou €m T 1TlO'T€l ToU And ... through A faith in his And by A faith in his name, in in Y -
3:16 | dvopaToc aUTOU, name Obj | Obj
Rom | SikaiooUvn 8¢ 9eou 8!(\)(’\ the righteousness of God which | the righteousness of God through | of in N Disputable
3:22 | moTtewc Inoou xpioTou is by faith of Jesus Christ faith in Jesus Christ Subj | Obj
Rom | 8ikaiouvtar Tov €k mioTewg | and the justifier of him which and a justifier of him who is a in in N | Disputable
3:26 | ’Inoou. believeth in Jesus partaker of faith in Jesus. Obj | Obj
Gal oO 8n<oquTou &vepwnog €€ | amanis not justified by the a man is not justified by works of | of in N | Disputable
2:16a epywv vouou EQV N 810( works of the law, but by the the law but by faith in Jesus Subj | Obj
moTewg Inoou XplO’TOU faith of Jesus Christ, Christ
Gal va 81Kq1w6wusv ek mMoTewc | that we might be justified by the | in order to be justified through of in N Disputable
2:16b | xp1oTou, kol oUk €E Epywv faith of Christ faith in Christ and not by works | Subj | Obj
véuou of the law
Gal o 8¢ vuv (w ev conpm v moTel | the life which | now live in the The life I now lead in the flesh, I | of in N+ | Disputable
2:20 | ¢w T ToU viou Tou Beou, flesh I live by the faith of the lead in faith in the son of God | Subj | Obj

Son of God




Verse | RP AV FAA AV | FAA |def. | Remarks
art.

Gal lVO( n snayys)ua €K mo‘remg that the promise by faith of in order that the promise by faith | of in N Disputable
3:22 Inoou XP10TOU 8067 ToIC Jesus Christ might be givento | in Jesus Christ might be given | Subj | Obj

MoTEUOUTIV. them that believe. to those who believe,
Phil | ada Tnv 810 Mo Tewg but that which is through the but that which is through faith in | of in N | Disputable
3:9 | XxproToU, TNV £k Be0U faith of Christ Christ, the righteousness from | Subj | Obj

81Kouocdvnv €M TN MOTE! God based on faith,
Col Sla Tng mc‘rewg Tng through the faith of the through A faith in the exertion | of in N AV =??
2:12 evepyelag Tou OeoU, operation of God of power from God Subj? | Obj
2 kol ToTel aAndeiog and belief of the truth and faith in the truth. of=in | in N AV =7?
Thes ? Obj
2:13 Obj?

Concluding notes
Based on the FAA rendering, we note a strong correspondence between
o the use of the definite article () moTIC, TNC MOTewc) and subjective genitives

o the absence of the definite article and the objective genitives.

We note the following verses which substantiate God's/Christ's (etc.) faithfulness more explicitly (FAA translation):

1 Cor Thcr'rog o esog, 81" ol sK)\nenTa 8Ig |<owwv10w ToU ulou God, by whom you were called into fellowship with his son

1:9 aUTou Inoou XplO’TOU Tou KUplOU NUWV. Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful.

1 Cor ﬂenpaouog uuag oUK el)\nq)sv €l un owepu)mvog mc‘rog 8¢ | Temptation has not got a grip on you, except for the human

10:13 |o Geog, og oUK 80(0'81 uuong nz-:lpowenval unep ) Suvoccree kind. But God is faithful, and he will not allow you to be
AN T[OIT]O'EI O'UV TW TEIPATUW kol TV €kBac1v, Tou tempted beyond what you can take, but rather will also fashion
SUvaoBai Upac uneveyxew the outcome with the temptation so that you can endure it.

1 Thes | TIiGTOC 0 KXAWY UUAC, OC KA1 TIOINOEL. He who calls you is faithful, and he will also perform it.

5:24

2 Thes Thcr'rog 8¢ eoTIv o KUP10G, 0C oTNpiEel Upac kol pulakel But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen you and protect

3:3 QATTO TOU novnpou you from evil.

2 Tim | €l &moToUpeY, EKEIVOC MOTOC pevel” apvnoacdal eautov | If we do not believe, he remains faithful; he cannot deny

2:13 | oU SUvaTa. himself.”




Heb Oeev wq)eﬂ\ev KT 1TO(VTO( TOlg a8£>\¢01g ouow)envou Hence he needed to become like his brothers in all respects in
2:17 | va e}\enuwv YEVT]TO(I Kol chog apxlepeug T npog Tov | order to become a merciful and faithful high priest of things
Beov, €1C TO INKOKEGOX! TAC AUXPTIAC TOU AXOU. relating to God, to propitiate the sins of the people.
Heb mo'rov ovm T(J.) {RP P1904c TR:momoav T} [P1904u: who was faithful to him who appointed him, as Moses was in
3:2 TTOlT]O'O(TIV O(UTOV wg KO(I {RP P1904: MwUonc} [TR: Mwonc] | all his house.
€V OAW TW O1KW AUTOU.
Heb | KaTEXWUEV TNV OUOAOYIQV TNC EATIIEOC AKAIVT, TIGTOC Let us hold on to the confession of our hope unwaveringly, for
10:23 | yap o EmayyeINQUEVOC he who promised is faithful.
Heb l'h’cTel Kol aGTﬁ Z&ppa SOvoq.uv eig KO(TO(BO)\T\]V By faith Sarah herself also received power to conceive seed and
11:11 cnepua‘rog eAaBev Kal TP Koupov NA\ikiac €Tekev, €mel | when past the prime of life she gave birth, because she
MOTOV NYNOXTO TOV EMXYYEINXUEVOV. considered him who made the promise faithful.
1Pet |“QoTe kal 01 TAOYXOVTEC KATX TO OEANA ToU Beou, wc So also let those who suffer according to God's will commit
4:19 | moTw kTIoTn MapaTIOecOwoav Tag yuxag {RP their {RP P1904: - } [TR: own] lives in well-doing to him as to
P1904:aUTWV} [TR: €auTwv] €V ayaboTolia. a faithful creator.
1 John | 'Eaw ouo)\oywusv Tag ocuocp‘no&g nuwv mo‘rog €O'TIV KO(I If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just in forgiving us our
1:9 8||<ouog o ad)n m,uv TOC apapTIac, kal kabapion nuac | sins and in cleansing us from all unrighteousness.
QAT TAONC ASIKIOC.
Rev Kol omo "Incou xp1oToU, 0 uapTug 0 chog, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn {RP
1:5 ﬂprOTOKog {RP P1904: - }{TR: €K TV VeKpwV, kol 0 apxwv | P1904: - } [TR: out] of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of
TWV Bacl}\ewv Tng Yng Tu) {RP text P1904: OLYO('IT(;.)VTI} [RP- |the earth. To him who {RP-text P1904: loves}[RP-marg TR:
marg TR: ayanncow'rlnuag, Kol )\oucow'rl NUOC &TTO TWV loved] us and washed us from our sins
QUAPTIWV NUWVY €V TW K1TUATI AUTOU"
Rev | Kol Tw ayyeiw Tng {RP P1904: ev NAoxo8ikelq éKK)\nciocg} And write to the angel of the church {RP P1904: in Laodicea}
3:14 [TR EKK}\no'lag Aaoleewv] Ypouyov TaSe )xeyel 0 Aunv o |[TR: of the Laodiceans], ‘The amen, the faithful and true
quwg 0 MaTOC Kal aAndivog, N apxn TS kTicewc Tou | Witness, the source of God's creation, says this:
Beou
Rev Kol e18ov TOV oupowov onvewyusvov kol 180U, 1TIToC Then | saw heaven opened, and there was a white horse, and
19:11 )\SUKog, Kol O Kaenuevog em O(UTOV Ka)\ouuevog mMOoTOoC k! | one who was sitting on it, called Faithful and True, and he

aAnBIvoC, kol €V 81Ka1ooUVT) KPIVEL KAl TIONEUEL.

judges and wages war in righteousness.




